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1 . The preliminary amendment filed on December 1 9, 2003 has been entered. 

2. On page 1 , first paragraph, the status of the listed application is to be updated. 
Correction is required. 

3. Applicant's election of Species II in the reply filed on September 25, 2005 is 
acknowledged. Because applicant did not distinctly and specifically point out the 
supposed errors in the restriction requirement, the election has been treated as an 
election without traverse (MPEP § 818.03(a)). 

The applicants state that claims 1-24 read on the elected Species II. However, 
from an inspection of the claims it is ascertained that claims 6,9,10,18-20,22 recite a 
substantially flat shoulder connecting the C shaped hanger with the first end portion of 
the main body which is not encompassed by the elected Species II. In addition, claim 1 1 
sets forth that the flange of the C shaped bracket comprises an opening which is not 
encompassed by the elected Species II. 

Accordingly, claims 6,9-11,18-20,22,25-31 have been withdrawn from further 
consideration pursuant to 37 CFR 1.142(b) as being drawn to a nonelected Species. 

4. Claims 1-5,7,8,12-17,21,23,24 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second 
paragraph, as being indefinite for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the 
subject matter which applicant regards as the invention. 

It is not known if the applicants are claiming the storage apparatus per se or in 
combination with a door. While claim 1, line 1 recites "Storage apparatus for application 
to a door" and thereby sets forth that the claims are drawn to the storage apparatus per 
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se, lines 5-6 state that the connection portion of each bracket is located on an inside 
area of the door which can only be an accurate recitation if the door is an element of the 
claimed invention. The dependent claims define the structure of the door and compare 
the orientation of the storage apparatus with that of the door. For example, claim 3 in its 
entirety; claim 4, lines 5-6; claim 5 in its entirety; claim 7 in its entirety; claim 8, lines 4-5; 
claim 12, lines 2-3; claim 13, lines 2-3. Similarly for claims 17,21,23,24. Elements of an 
invention to which it is necessary to refer in order to define other elements of the 
invention are to be positively included in the claims. 

These claims recite the expression "when said" which is indefinite inasmuch as it 
fails to establish the metes and bounds of the claim for it attempts to set forth a 
conditional limitation based upon an event which may not occur. 

These claims recite the term "presents" or "presenting" which is indefinite for it 
implies an event as opposed to a structural constituent of that which an element 
comprises. 

Claims 8,12-16 are further indefinite for they recite a preamble which is 
inconsistent with the claim upon which they are dependent. 

There is no antecedent basis for the following: 
Claim 7, line 2 "the storage rack"; claim 7, lines 8-9 "said C shaped bracket"; claim 8, 
lines 2-3 "said shaped hanger" wherein it is not clear if reference is being made to the C 
or the H shape; claim 12, line 3 "each hanger" wherein it is not clear if reference is being 
made to the hanger brackets or the pair of hangers. 

Claim 21 does not appear to end in a period. 
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5. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 1 02 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

Claims 1-5,7,8,17,21,23 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being clearly 
anticipated by Zelen et al. Zelen et al disclose a storage apparatus comprising hanger 
brackets 34 each comprising an L shaped hanger 40,44 and a C shaped hanger 
48,50,52 disposed on opposite ends of main body 42, and a storage device 12,20,72,60 
supported by hangers 28 from the hanger brackets 34. 

6. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

Claims 12-14,24 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Zelen et al. As to the use of openings, note that Zelen et al disclose the use of 
openings 54,56 (also note the illustrated opening in figure 2 on the flange of the L 
shaped hanger) and to use such openings as desired for their explicit purpose would 
have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art. With respect to the attachment as 
including a hook on the hanger, Official Notice is hereby given that the knot 58 as 
disclosed by Zelen et al is the full and obvious mechanical equivalent. 
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7. Claims 15,16 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Zelen et al in view of Watkins. While Zelen et al do not disclose the use of a vertical 
rod, Watkins discloses a storage apparatus comprising a vertical rod 7, wherein, to 
incorporate this teaching into the storage apparatus of Zelen et al for its explicit purpose 
of supporting an item would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art. 

8. The following prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent 
to applicant's disclosure: Derman, Artley, Klein et al, Zadro, Gusdorf et al, Protz, Emery 
et al '902 and '279. 

9. Any inquiry concerning this communication should be directed to David M. Purol 
at telephone number (571) 272-6833. 
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